St. Peter

imon Peter, a fisherman from Galilee, was

led to Jesus by his brother Andrew. Jesus

gave him the Aramaic name 4épa, mean-
ing rock, which was later translated from the
Greek Cephas to Peter (John 1:42). Peter was the
leader of the disciples and, with James and John,
part of the inner circle around Jesus, despite deny-
ing Jesus three times (Matthew 26: 69-75). He
spread the Gospel to the Gentiles and is honored
as the founder of the See in Rome and first pope.
He was crucified upside down in or around the
year 64 A.D. during the reign of Emperor Nero.

FeasT DAY: June 29

MAaTTHEW 16:18-19 ‘And so I say to you, you are
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom
of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.”

Saint Peter. Taddeo di Barrolo (1363-1422)
Location: Musce du Petit Palais, Avignon, France.
Photo Credit: Réunion des Musées Nationaux/ Art Resource, NY
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